








































' n Bord Pleanala. Knockbaun,

64 Marlborough Street, Spink.

Abbey teix,Dublin 1,

DO I V902 Co. I,aois.

05/ 1 0/2022

To whom it may concern.

We are writing to appea! the decision by Laois County Council to grant permission for planning ref 21/700,
the operation of the Quarry at Knockbaun, Spink, Co.Laois

We wish to register our appeal on a number of grounds, as outlined below.

1. Distance:

Laois County Council failed to take into consideration the fact that our family residence at Eircode R32
E917 is 175m from the proposed Quarry site at Knockbaun, Spink.

Planning was granted for a residence at R32 E197 in t 999 (Planning File No. 9965) by Laois County
Council.

Mr Larry Behan applied for planning pennission for the Quarry at Spink in 2001 (Planning File No.
01947). Before doing this, he purchased the site and residence at R32 E197, and the field between the
residence and Quarry, which meant that the Quarry, surrounding lands and dwelling all became one lot.

This then meant that when Mr Behan was applying for permission for the Quarry, the dwelling 175m
from the Quarry was not of concern or taken into account by Laois County Council beaause it was
owned by the Quarry owner as part of the lot that the Quarry was on. This dwelling was then used to
purpose the Quarry as offices.

The Quarry and surrounding lands went up for auction in 2014 by a vulture fund (See Appendix 1).
During this auction the lot was split into two parts to achieve maximum return. The Quarry was sold as
one lot, and the house and agricultural land was sold as another. In our opinion, by selling in this manor,
and allowing the house to become a residential property, it rendered the planning permission on the
Quarry redundant. Planning permission was granted for a residential dwelling at R32 E197 when there
was no concern of a Quarry in operation at Knockbaun, Spink.

2. Quality of Life:

Our family residence as outlined above is 175m from the proposed Quarry site. We have a young family
we have an ll month old and a 27month old



Of course, as a family in general, the impact this Quarry would have on us is detrimental for various
reasons. Our mental and physical health would be hugely impacted on, giving our close proximity. We
are immeasurably concerned about the impact the blasting in the Quarry will have on us, however given
our close proximity it is not just the blasting but the daily operation that will also cause major noise, dust
and trafFic concerns for us

We strongly feel that the granting of permission to this Quarry in such close proximity to our family
home, is in breach of Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) which provides a
right to respect for one’s private and family life. In fact, Section 9 of this article, highlights how we have
the right for our private life not to be impacted by environmental issues, which Quarrying falls under
(See Appendix 5).

3. Blasting

Laois County Council have been made aware of a court case that was taken against Lagan Materials Ltd
regarding fly rock being ejected outside of the danger zones at one of their Quarries in Wales in 2020
(see submission in appendix 2 and details of case in appendix 6). Laois County Council clearly failed to
take any of this information into consideration.











f
permission for the Quarry. the dwelling 175m from the QuarrY was not of great concern or taken into
account by L30is CountY Council because it was owned by the Quarry owner as part of the lot that the
Quarry was on. This dwelling was then used to purpose the Quarry as offices.

The Qua ay and surrounding lands went up for auction in 2014 by a vulture fund (See Appendix 2). During
this auction the lot was split into two parts to achieve maximum return. The Quarry was sold as one lot. and
the house and agricultural land was sold as another. By selling in this manor, and allowing the house to
become a residential propertY, it renders the planntn8 permission on the Quarry redundant. Planning
permIssion was granted for a residential dwelling at R32 E197 PRiOR tO plannIng permission being granted
for the Quarry at Knockbaun, Spink. Laois County Council have a responsibilitY to us as the owners of this
property, to reject the plans for a Quarry to blast within 17Sm of this property, as it is now in use as a
residential dwelling.

e We continue to have great concern for our water supply. We have spent quite a lot of money since
purchasing this home to fix the darnage that the Quarry caused when in operation, to the well supply. We
have very little Faith in the promises set out by the Breeclan / Lagan group - and this was not helped when a
consultant from their team came to do a water test at our home to aid in further Information. We requested
an independent assessor for this task, but were told that if we wished to get someone else that we would
have to pay for this ourselves. They then clairned that their assessor was indeed independent, however from
• quick google search it was very obvious that Ms Pamela Bartley has worked on many projects with this
group so far. It is our opinion that we should have been asked to pick an Independent party for this task to
work for Lagan on the matter so that we could have faith in the results. Furthermore, it was very obvious
that this task of testing our water was simply just a box ticking exerc}se, given that they did not even have
the correct equipment with them to check the levels of our water, something wh}ch we feel is quite
important.

8 Our family residence, at R32 E197 is 175m from the Quarry site. We are a young family, with two salaH

EL:IS;:::i=;i=,'iM''Ki'.':: I.'.;',fE::J.:=:
taken this into account so far, we expected it to be of concern with the further information requested.
Laois County Council have a responsibility to us, to take into consideration how close our house is to the
proposed Quarry site. We strongly feel that if Laois Council grant permission to this Quarry in such dose
proximity to our family home, that they would be in breach of Article 8 of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR) whIch provides a right to respect for one’s private and famIly life. In fact, Section 9 of
this article, highlights how we have the right for our prIvate life not to be impacted by environmental Issues,
which Quarrying falls under (See Appendix 3).
As I have said above, we are 175m from the Quarry. Our family residence is 175m korn this Quarry that
Breedan / Lagan wish to operate for the next 30 years. Noise, dust, and water pollution are of great concern
for aN residents in Spink at the moment wIth regards to this Quarry, however we are the closest and
therefore will be impacted the most. Again, we have a right to a QuaIIty of life. We should be able to send
our children outside to pFay without having to worry about noise pollution being a problem and making them
feel uncomfortable. We should not feel unsafe in sending our children to play outside for fear that they
inhale too rnuch dust, or worse again are in danger of being hit by particles flying 'outside the danger zone’.
The Breedon / Lagan group do not care about us, or the fact that our residence is so close. They met with
some of the residence in Spink. a meeting which we could not attend, but they did not even have the
decency to refer to us by name, instead we are known to them as "the two teachers on the hill",
We are much more than this, we are a f3rnily who reside in this home. They clearly have not heeded any of
our concerns.

We urge Laots County Council to take our concerns and objections into consideration

Yours fatthfu ny,

Ronan and Katie O'Reilly



Date IIOn 5 Sep

Appendix 3:

Prep Ron8n Q :

Subfecl' P13nn'ng App callo' Nc 2l70:

To- <cdI, iI !( f -\ ?>

Dear &dV 3

bye are enatlin6 in rpferprce to the gba.'e plarn ing apFI'ca6an no. 217(A it krockDau A Spink

Wnlt+ the abc ,, nFu in'8t'cr, is extre'lie ly sills}live co .,. - ',e cal ,:nFy hope th31 thIS ;ncDrjIFa60r, along v.itFl tFl? sub!-bsslolb thaI \v, tld be dl'uadv ."ade khat-:8 au

Il urrleroub .aha , jr, lei ns dr.d feals, sF.o'.vs iIrat tile plannin6 apolicat•on 217 ac) shculc not be BrIreed u’ lei in) £ircblr stances or condiQons.

\he 3pprpc,III '/Ou taking the prr:’ to rDad QUI ema

YOur' q ' “ a:.'.

Ronan d; ,I <at?Q O'ReIlly



Appeadix ,4:
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Colette O'Hanlon Bsc Hons OT

e Rqbua Ibn No. f) I Bins)

27th September 2022

To whom it may concern.

My name is Colette O'Hanlon. I am a Senior Paediatric Occupational Therapist with a special
interest in sensory integration. I have over 2<1 ycars cxl tcncc in this Held and have a private
practice in Tullamorq



IF a
fil th if I
e B Colette a'IIonIon Bsc Hons OT

I am hugely concerned f
ahead, its impact is potentizm

It and her hcallh shouldlwet fare.

indeed for her familyFaltering
the quarry go

Regards.

CFI. tIf tv}ho tit\ lb
+trFt\anbcf bIt-e
t +Dry iltTun£ba N#nbfn &ITBlqZ£S



Dr Eve MaNley
Chartered Clinical Psycho:ogist
South East Clinical
Psychology Praatioe
49 Feltham Hall
Blackkx>g Road
Co Carlow

29/09/2022

To Wharn it may concern,

Dr Eve Markey
SenIor C tiara PsyChOlogIst
Chartered Mernber Of PSI
PSI hlorntnnhlp No M7246C;
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